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February 14, 2011 

 

Re: Downtown Surface Parking TCUP 

 

Dear City of Oakland Planning Commission Members: 

 

Together with the Walk Oakland Bike Oakland (WOBO) Board of Directors 

and on behalf of hundreds of WOBO dues-paying members, I urge you to 

oppose the issuance of Temporary Conditional Use Permits (TCUPs) for 

surface parking lots in Oakland’s downtown area, scheduled to come before 

you on February 16
th

.  

 

Additional surface parking lots, particularly in Oakland’s downtown, should 

not be approved for several reasons. First and foremost, surface parking lots 

diminish the pedestrian-friendliness of commercial because they are 

magnets for blight, trash, graffiti and crime. Surface parking lots and their 

surroundings are not ideal places for residents and visitors to walk around 

locally at night, yet pedestrian activity is exactly what downtown needs to 

continue to enjoy its resurgence. Having "eyes and ears" on the street helps 

reduce crime. Downtown's resurgence is not guaranteed; it seems perilous to 

allow surface parking lots even if the proposal is for “temporary” 

development.  

 

Second, staff have indicated there are no systems in place to monitor when a 

TCUP has expired, making short-term TCUPs possibly inadvertently a much 

longer-term proposal that will continue to discourage the kind of 

development we wish to see in downtown and uptown. 

 

Third, surface parking lots are not in keeping with the City of Oakland’s 

adopted policies, as follows: 

• Pedestrian Master Plan specifically calls for limiting surface parking. 

• Zoning Plan, developed though more than a year of public input, sought to 

eliminate surface parking in the downtown business district.  

• General Plan Policy D3.1 Promoting Pedestrians - Pedestrian-friendly 

commercial areas should be promoted. 

• General Plan Policy D6.1 Developing Vacant Lots- Construction on vacant 

land or to replace surface parking lots should be encouraged throughout 

the downtown, where possible.  

• General Plan Policy D13.2 Providing Parking - An adequate quantity of car, 

bicycle, and truck parking, which has been designed to enhance the 

pedestrian environment (italics ours), should be provided to encourage 

housing development and the economic vitality of commercial, office, entertainment, and 

mixed use areas. 

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on this important issue. Should you have any 

questions, please do not hesitate to contact me. 

Sincerely, 
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